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L EITE 


TO A 


CLERGYMAN. 


Reverend 81 R, | 


HO', I confeſs, I do not 
come up to your Heights of 
extolling the Eftabliſh'd 
Conſtitution and Worſhip of 
the Church of England, as per- 

| fectly Primitive and Apoſto- 
lical; yet I have not ſo mean an Opinion of 
our Church, as to think with you, that the 

Being of the Church of England reſts upon the 
precarious and confus'd Tenet ; That the 
Church of Rome is 4 True Church, I am per- ' , , 
f A 2 ſuaded 
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ſuaded, we are Chriſtians upon a much bet- 
ter anc: ſtronger Foundation. 

Your Terms, True Church, you ſay, muſt 
not be taken to mean Orthodox Church, be- 
_ cauſe if the Romiſh were an Orthodox 

Church, our Engliſh Reformation would be 
ſchiſmatical, and all the Propoſitions in our 
Liturgy and eArticles and Homilies, contrary 
to Popery, would then be ſo many Errors, 
or Hereſies of our Religion. Now what is 
this, but owning that ſame True Church (as 
you term it) to be in reality Falſe and Hete- 
rodox in all the Points of Religion peculiar 
to it. While you diſguiſe it wich a fair 
Word, which to unwary and unthinking 
People ſerves to repreſent a favourable Cha- 
racter of the Romiſh Religion. 

Bur you ſeem to think, you have ſuffici- 
ently . explain'd your Sence of the Romiſh 
Corruptions of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
reconcil'd them with the Eſſence of 'a True 
Church, by the help of this Compariſon: As 
a Man may be ſaid to be a true Man, who has 
the Plague upon bim; ſo may theChurch of Rome 
be a True Church with all the Corruptions which 
are grafted into it. 

Tus Queſtion in our Diſpute is this: 
Whether the Corruptions of the Romiſh Re- 
ligion be ſo bad, as to deſtroy the Claims of 


Papifts 
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Papiſts to their being a True Church? And 
you to clear this up, compare thoſe Things 
to the Plague, which carries in it the Notion 
of a great Calamity, but implies not the 
leaſt Degree of Blame: And therefore I de- 
ny theſe Caſes to be parallel; and tell you, 
That your Similitude is nothing to the Pur- 
pole. For what if the Plague, for which a 
Man is no ways a Criminal, does not hin- 
der, but he may be {till a Man, and a good 
and true Man in a moral Sence ? Is it there- 
fore abſurd to ſuppoſe that Perjury and 
Treaſon do make another Man a falſe Man 
and a falſe Traitor? Tho' after thoſe Crimes, 
as you ſay in the other Caſe, he be ftill a 
Man. Suppoſe then, this be the Thing you 
drive at, that a Man let it be how it will 
with him, has ſtill the Eſſence of a Man; 
and ſo a Church how Corrupt ſoever is {till 
a Church in ſome Sence ; which you care 
not, and perhaps know not well how to 
explain: Then I ſhall deſire leave from that 
nice Concluſion of yours, to conclude again 
for myſelf ; That True Man, and True Church 
with you are Words without Sence. You 
needed not have taken the trouble of fetching 
a Similitude to ſettle a mere identical Pro- 
pofition ; That a Church is a Church, as a 
Maa is a Man' 

WELL: 
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Wer1! The Romaniſt are a Body of 
nominal Chriſtians practiſing Idolatry, Sa- 
crilege and the moſt wicked Tyrannies un- 
der the Name of the Catholick -Church. 
And this Church, if you infer from the Me- 
dium you alledge to be a true Church in a 
better Sence, than a convict Traitor at the 
Gibbet, may be a true Man. That Infe- 
rence indeed would clear the Cauſe, you 


undertake to anſwer for; but then I muſt 


tell you, That Inference is falſly drawn. It 
is no better than this Fallacy. Some certain 
Thing does not diminiſh a Man's moral Inte- 
grity, therefore no other Matter whatſoever 


can do. As if you ſhould ſay, Weakneſs of 


Body does not make a Man a perjur'd Per- 
ſon, therefore conſpiring and riſing up in 
open Rebellion, will not make a Number of 
Men to be Traitors, But your Concluſion 
and this, ſtand upon the ſame irrational 
Foundation : What agrees to a Caſe free 
from criminal Qualities, that agrees likewiſe 
to any complicated Crimes and wicked 
Practices. 

To avoid owning this Abſurdity, you 
will not offer to maintain the Corruptions of 
Chriſtianity among Papiſts to be no Crimes, 
to make them truly parallel to your Inſtance 
of the Plague, which is undoubtedly no 

a Crime 
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Crime at all. No; you may not ſay that, be- 
cauſe I know it is one of your Principles, 
That wrong Opinions and irregular Prattices 
in Religion are criminal, and deſerve to be 
puniſh'd in this World. And if that be an 
univerſal Truth, it muſt hold to Papiſts, whom 
you cannot deny to be erroneous. Beſides, 
by the Account you yourſelf give. of your 
Compariſon, you confeſs the Corruptions of 
Popery to be mortal Faults in the Sight of 
Gov, as deadly to the Soul, as the Plague 
is to the Body. But I ſuppofe, you as well 
as I have no Notion, how any Opinions or 
Practices can be deſtructive to the Souls of 
Men, and be free from Blame in the very 
higheſt Degree. Or elſe how do you allow 
God to be Juſt? You cannot ſay then, that 
the Danger in the Way of Popery, being pro- 
portionate to juſt Degrees of Blame correſ- 
ponds to the Plague. Thus much for the 
Preliminary Illuſtration. 

I Com now to the main Points in Con- 
troverſy between us, and to give you my 
Reaſons, why I do not agree with you in 
theſe three Aſſertions. 


Firſt, Tnar the Romanifts are a True 
Church. / 


Secondly, 


<a... 
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Secondly, Tur the Religion of Presby- 
terians deſtroys the being. of a True Church. 
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Thirdly, Tu A 1 the Religion of Papifts is 
preferable to the Religion of Presbyterians, 
leſs faulty, and leſs dangerous to Mens 


Salvation. 
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O your firſt Aſſertion, That the Romaniſts 
are a true Church: You lay, the Validity of 
| our Orders and Sacraments, and with: them 
the Being of the Church of England muſt de- 
pend. Becauſe the Succeflion of our Or- 
. dinations was conveyed thro' the Church of 
| Rome, and you ſuppoſe, that Valid Ordina- 

nations muſt of Neceſſity be deriv'd thro” 
a True Church by an uninterrupted Succeſſion 
from the Apoſtles. By theſe Altitudes you 
fly up into the Clouds, and fancy yourſelf 
engag'd as a Clergyman of the Church of En- 
gland, to ſtand to it, that the Romaniſts are 

Homil. 4 true Church. Againſt our Homilies, which * 
2. — poſitively pronounce the Romiſh to be no 1 
Peril of true Church, but to be Antichriſt. Againſt 
Au. 9. one of the Thirty-nine Article, which defines 

Declar. the viſible Cu uR can of Cn R15T by Pro- 
ge: perties, which you yourſelf muſt confeſs the 
Commu- Romiſu Church has not. And laſtly againſt {W- 
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the Liturgy, which determines the Worſhip, 
which the Romaniſts obſerve, to be idola- 
trous. 

Wu you have look'd into theſe Mat- 
ters, and have ſeen, that I do not oppoſe 
you without Book: It is to be hop'd, you 
will have a little Patience, while I examine 
your Suppoſitions, or as you call them Church- 
Principles. 1. That valid Ordinations muſt 
of Neceſſity be convey'd thro' a True Church. 
2. By an uninterrupted Succeſſion from the 
Apoſtles. 


Firf, You hold it for a certain Church- 
Principle, That valid Ordinations muſt of 
Neceſſity be convey'd thro a True Church, 
Not that you conceive a collective Body of 
Chriſtian People, anſwering the Definition 
of the Cu RC, to be the Conveyers of 
Orders: Or, that the Church, properly 
ſpeaking, confers Orders; though you aſſert 
the Conſtitution of a True Church to be eſſen- 
tial to the Validity of Orders, For you 
maintain the Power and Office of Ordaining 
to be appropriated to Biſhops only. But 
then, Biſhops you ſay, they muſt be of a 
True Church. Why! Does the Power or 
Right of a Biſhop depend upon the Sound- 
neſs of other Mens Faith and Manners ' If 


B - you 
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you mean no ſuch Thing; - what ſignifies 
the Reſtliction, That he muſt be of à Tue 
Church ; or —_— to a good Body of Chrt- 
ſtian People? 65 4 10 
Ir is poſſible, a edu may be he- 
rerodox and unchriſtian, and their Biſhop be 
upright in his Faich and Manners. And ſhall 
his Office ceaſe to all Purpoſes for the Fol- 
lies and Miſdemeanors of other Men, "which 
perhaps he cannot prevent? Nay, fuppoſe 
a Biſhop himſelf guilty of the perſonal Crimes 
of Hereſy and Idolatry, for which he no 
longer deſerves to bear the ſacred Character 
of a Chriſtian : Vet the Offices of . ſuch a 


Man may be nevertheleſs valid and bene- 


flcial to all other Perſons, who are qualify'd 
for Orders, or the Sacraments, though theſe 
are receiv'd from ſuch ill Hands. The Un- 
worthineſs of the Ordainer, puts not a Stop 
to the Benefits of Chriſtianity to other Men, 
unleſs it be juſt, to make one Man's perſonal 


Faults become nfinicely prejudicial to other 


Men, who may abhor thoſe. Faults, and re- 


form a great Part of the World from them. 


But. if the Romiſh Biſhops be not Mem- 
bers of a True Churcb, you will ſay, they are 


really no Biſhops; and conſequently, that 
all Ordinations by them are abſolutely null. 


Well! I ſhall ask you then to anſwer for 


— 
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0 the _ That Men may practiſe and enjoin 
4 Idolatry, deface the Worſhip of Go with 
, numberleſs Follies and Superſtitions, deprive 


people of the Scripture, and frame a Scheme 


5 of Ignorance and Contradiction, deſtructive 
ol Chriſtianity, and be true Members of the 
: | Chriſtian Church. If it be not paft your 
" EF © Skill, make all this out. But then tell me, 


: Why the Heathens are without Excuſe, bo 
* * changed the Truth of Gop into a Lye, and wor- 
' ſhipped and ſerved the Creature, more than the 
Creator; and Papiſs, notwithſtanding the 
. like Deeds, ſhall be the True Church of Gon. 
; All the Matter is, Our Orders in the Church 
of Frgland were convey d from Papiſts ; and it 
is your Speculation, That valid Orders muſt 


be deriv'd from Biſhops of a True Church. But 
: * Experience and Hiſtory confute you, that ir 
1 neither was, nor could be ſo with Us. 


I Mrcur anſwer you at once, That your 
high Opinion of unintertupted Succeſſibn, is 
groundleſs, a mere Hypotheſis of Mens In- 
vention; becauſe I do not find, that Gop has 
declar'd it to be eſſential to the Being and 
Preſervation of the Chriſtian Church; and J 
would know then, how you can affirm it to 
be ſo, having not any Warrant from Gap to 
8 decree any ſuch Matter! 
2 By x I will try to take off the Conſe- 


5 2 . quence, 


we 
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quence, you pretend to be inevitable from 
the Denial of the ſplendid Title of True 
Church to Papiſts, though their Biſhops were 
the Ordainers of our firſt Reformers; ſuppo- 
ſing true Succeſſion to be the regular Way of 
Ordinations, and as ſuch to be obſerv'd, 
where it can be follow'd. 

Necess1TyYin the Courſe of Go Pro- 
vidence brought our Ordinations through the 
corrupt Chanel of the Romiſh Communion : 
But N eceſſity makes up all Defects whatſoever 
which ariſe from it. 

Yov will not deny, that the Orders of 
our Reformers were receiv'd from Romiſh 
Biſhops by Neceſſity, when you conſider, how 
the Corruptions of Popery had prevail'd over 
theſe Parts of the World, and that the Ro- 
miſh Biſhops not only kept up the Claims 
of being the Apoſtles true Succeſſors, but 
were poſſeſs d of all Power, excepting the 
Power of Truth, to maintain that good Ti- 
tle and carry on all Eccleſiaſtical Offices, 


with a high Hand in their own Way, Con- 


ſider beſide, that our Reformers were bred 
up in thoſe Opinions, and implicitly follow- 
ed them, with other People, before Exami- 
nation. But on the contrary, had our Re- 
formers ſeen the enormous Faults of Popery 


ſooner, and been of your Mind, that valid 
Orders 


» 
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Orders ſtand upon uninterrupted Succeſſion 
in a True Cburch; what Poſſibility was there 
for them to have been ordain'd by Biſhops ac- 
cording to that Scheme. Where were ſuch to 
be found for our Fore-fathers! Or by what 
Marks and Rules could they have been ſatis- 
fy'd at laſt, if they had ſer themſelves abour 
it, that there had never. been a Flaw or a 
Failure, not one Forgery or heterodox In- 
capacity. where they ſhould have applied 
themſelves. After all it was impoſſible for 
them to know, where your imaginary Suc- 
ceſſion of true Biſhops could be met with, 
if ſuch a Thing be in the World. And what 
Choice had they, when they knew not 
how, and had not Power to help effectually, 
what they did? And therefore wiſely con- 
tented themſelves, that Go p would require 
no more of them, than what was in their 
Power, Faichfulneſs to the ſacred Obligati- 
ons, which the Word of Gop lays upon 
Chriſtian Miniſters, whatever others had 
done before them. 

I App, That Neceſſity makes up any ſuch 
Defect, as can be conceiv'd in the preſent 
Caſe; Ir is granted by all the World to a 
Proverb, Neceſity has no Law, no Precept, 
no Right can take Place againſt it. Suppoſe 


then there was a Defficiency in the Courſe 
of 


— — — . — 
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of our O 6 — Church being An- 
tichriſtian and that this Deficiency ſhould 
not have been admitted, if it could have been 
@voided : But ſince it was unavoidable, it is 
for that Reaſon unblameable and none of us 
can be the worſe for it. There was the very 
ſame Exception againſt the Validity of Bap- 
tiſm by Hereticks, that they were Antichriſti- 
an Minifters, and yet that was granted by 
the Fathers to be good. If you are for the 
Negative, this at leaſt will follow, That the 
invalid Baptiſms left a Chaſm in the Chri- 
ſtian Church, and broke the Succeſſion. 
But then again, you run into this cruel and 
unjuſt Determination, That, not only the In- 
Fidelity or Wickedneſs of a Man's own Soul ; but 
thoſe Qualities in another, can debar him of the 
Mercies of Chriſtianity. Which is judging a 
Man puniſhable and liable to periſh on ano- 
ther Man's Account, without ſuppoſing him 
under a Perſonal Incapacity to be made a 
Chriſtian. Granting then, that Baptiſm 
and Orders ought not to be taken. upon 
Choice from Antichriſtian Biſhops and 
Prieſts; yet 2 Thing that ought not to be 
done, may ſtand good, when it is done. 
You will have a Notion of this from an In- 
ſtance, Suppoſe an ignorant and immoral 
Man be ordain'd a Prieſt, you muſt own, 
that 
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chat char ought not'to have been done; yet 
you' will hardly deny, r his Orders ſhall 


. * 
1 


Seh, Ac AU your Croll 80 lll 


of 4 ſecret myſterious Force belonging to 


fucceffive Orders, I argue, That the Buſnefs 
or Commiſſion for Ordaining is only miniſte- 
rial from a divine Appointment, that Chri- 
ſtianity ſhall be raught and profeſſed to the 


End of the World. And this ſhews the 


weakneſs of your Reaſoning from the little 
Maxim, Nothing gives, what it has not; to 


prove, that Ordalners muſt have the Titles 
and Offices in themſelves, which their Mini- 


ſtry confirms to others. As if Orders were 
Giſts and Communications of an inherent 
Efficacy in the Ordainer: Whereas it is 
Gos Appointment which obliges us to ſpi- 
ritual Duties, it is not the Biſhops who gives 


the ſpiritual Right, Character or Authority, 


call it, what you will. But now if it be neceſ- 
ſary, that an officiating Perſon ſhould have 


actually in himſelf the Right and Qualifica- 


tion, which his Miniſtry can convey to o- 


thers; how comes it to paſs, that Matri- 


momy is celebrated very often with us, and 
alway in the Romiſh Church by unmarry d 
Prieſts! Yet no Body, that 1 know of, ever 


pre- 


pretended to queſtion the validity of ſuch 
Marriages upon your philoſophical Maxim, 
That, Nothing gives what it has not. And I 
believe, you will find it hard to aſſign a good 
Reaſon, Why it muſt hold concluſive in the 
Caſe of Orders, and the Maxim ſignify no- 
thing at all in another ſacred Performance. 
AGAa1NnsrT your Opinion of uninterrup- 


ted Succeſſion I argue farther, That ic makes 
the Validity of any Man's Orders abſolutely 


uncertain. For a Man is not validly ordain- 


ed, according to that, if one Link of the 


Chain of Biſhops between the Apoſtles 
and him, has happen'd to fail. When the 
Chain, as you call it, is broken, you imagin, 
the Man at the End of it, falls to the 
Ground, and is but a Layman ; and all that 
hang upon him, whether Biſhops, Prieſts or 


Deacons, are Laymen ſtill, and their Orders, 


and Sacraments in infinitum null. But can 
you take it upon you, that there, has never 


' been an Atheiſt or Heretick in the Office of a 


Biſhop ſince the Beginning of the Chriſtian 
Church! And ſuch to be ſure, were no true 


_ Biſhops of CHRISI's Crunch. And if the 


Frauds and common Forgeries of the Romiſh 
:Jierarchy gives you no manner of Uneaſineſs 
to fear ſuch a Thing has too often happen'd 
amongſt them ; yet it is more than you know, 

or 
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or any other Clergyman alive can ever prove, 
that there has been no ſuch Interlopers in 
your or his Line of Deſcent from the Apoſtles, 
and conſequently, no Man of us all can know, 
upon your Grounds, whether we are validly 
ordain'd Prieſts, and have rightfully taken 
upon us the Care of Souls, So that your Opi- 
nion of your uninterrupted Succeſſion, leaves 
the Validity of any Man's Orders uncertain. 
AN p methinks, you ſhould depart from 
your Aſſurance, That the Romaniſts of all 
People have preſerv'd the uninterrupted Suc- 
ceſſion, when you are reminded, that their 
Church permits Women, wichout Epiſcopal 
Ordination, to baptize Infants ; and did ne- 
ver require thoſe who receiv'd the Sacrament 
of Baptiſm by Midwives, to be rebaptiz'd 
by Perſons Epiſcopally ordain'd, if they have 
accidentally liv'd to go into Orders. And fo 
have given up that Succeflion, which you af- 
ſert to have been inviolably maintain'd by em. 
For it is an Article of your Faith, That Epiſ- 
copal Miniſters alone can baptize ſo as to make 
Chriſtians. But to this Caſe, I underſtand you 
have a ready Reply, Thst Epiſcopal Orders 
are a Remedy to recover a Chriſtian to Life 
out of the dead State of Lay-Baptiſm. I will 


make no other Obſervation upon that idle- 


Fetch, but that it leaves a full Confeflion, . 
8 *_ that 
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that Epiſcopal Baptiſm icſelf, is not indeed 


eſſential to the Being of a Chriſtian. 

You have now ſeen my Reaſons, why I 
think it ſignifies little to us and the reſt of the 
Chriſtian World, whether Papifs be a True 
Church or not. And if your Tenderneſs for 
the Reputation of Popery be honeſtly meant, 
I cannot help ſaying, that it is not over- 
wile to fix your Salvation and all your Hopes 
from Chriſtianity upon a Suppoſition of un- 
interrupted Succeſſion of true Biſhops in the 
popiſh Way, of which you have no probable 
Proof; beſides, that the Romiſh. Faith and 
Worſhip, after all, are unanſwerably con- 
trary to the Faith and Worſhip * trug 
Chriſtians. 

Wua r if they profeſs i in Words to believe 
the whole Chriſtian Revelation; they be- 
lieve ic wich that Inconſiſtency, which brings 
it to the ſame paſs, as if they acknowledg'd 
little or nothing of the Matter. 1 need not 


argue only, That they have blended G o o 


Revelation with many falſe and unjuſtifiable 
Imaginations of Men; That they have de- 
parted far from the Worſhip of true Chri- 
ſtians, by their daily Services to other Medi- 
ators to the Go» and FarhER of our Lord 
Iasus Cunis r beſide him: By Inventions of 
miraculous Images; by idolatrous Adora- 
tions of the Hoſt, by mutilating the Lord's- 
Supper, 


reer * 
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Supper, and transforming the glorious De- 
fign of the Chriſtian Religion into a Scene 
of Prieſtcraft, and deteſtable Pageantry: But 
I might argue from the Cardinal Principle of 
Popery, the Neceſſity of implicite Faich in 
their Church, that their Religion is impious 
from'the very Foundation ; that it makes the 
fevea'd Will of Gop a mere State, that it 
ſubjects the Force of Gop's Laws, and Terms 
of Salvation, to the Power of their Church: 
As appears from their practiſing Indulgences, 
Pardons and Diſpenſations. And upon their 
vain and exorbitant Pretenſion to Infallibi- 
ty, they have proceeded to prohibic the 
vulgar Uſe of Goy's Word ; which is a de- 
priving theirPeople of the beſt Means of Sal- 
vation upon Earth. Without which Act, their 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity could not continue 
in that ſad State it is in. 

In a Word: I remind you, That the in- 
fallible Truth of Holy Scripture, is an un- 
queſtionable Principle between us; and by that 1 
challenge you to prove, that the Religion of 
the Romaniſts, is the Religion of a true Chri- 
ſtian Church. I KN to your 


Second Propoſition, TAN the Religion of 
Presbyterians deſtroys the Being of a true Church. 
* which, you lay, you mean nothing leſs, iban 
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that they are no Chriſtians : Holding from 
Dodwell, and ſome other profound Performers 
in Divinity, That Epiſcopacy is eſſential to 
Chriſtianity ; and that the Immortalizing Spi- 
rit, as they expreſs it, is confin'd to Epiſco- 
pal Miniſters, is their Privilege, and theirs 
only. A glorious Grant to us! And a diſ- 
mal Way with Diſſenters; they muſt all be 
conjur'd down for ever. Only they will be 
apt to take one Thought for Comfort, That 
the moſt - violent Bitterneſs, makes not the 
leaſt Proof; and that you, and the Men of 
your Spirit, are liable to be miſtaken in this 
Judgment, as well as you have, to your great 
Regret, reckon'd wrong in other Matters. 
You muſt not preſently conclude in your 
haſte, That I am againſt the Office of Bi- 
ſhops, becauſe you perceive, I do not ſtrain 
it to your Height, No! I aſſure you, Iam 
entirely fſatisfy'd in the Government of our 
Church by Biſhops. Believing the, Superi- 
ority of Biſhops to be countenanc'd by a 
known Form of Church-Government in St. 
Paul's Time, and therefore not unlawful ; 
believing the Truſt of confering Orders ta 
be in their Hands by long Preſcription with- 
out any neceſſary Inconveniencies, and as it is 
a Part of our Conſticution in the Legiſlature 
a5 well as the Church, I am for adhering 


Fa 


© , , . , Aa Ai aated ar 


%% oF + FY 007 20 _ 4 - 


. - 8-0” 


A Letter toa CLERGYMAN. 


21 


to it, to avoid infinite Confuſions, not ſee- 
ing that the external Order, Peace and Re- 
gularity of the Chriſtian Miniſtry is like to 
be better, or ſo well ſecur'd by any other 
aſſignable Form of Church-Government in 
this Nation. For theſe Perſuaſions, I think, 
I have good Grounds. But your much more 
ſublime Notions of Epiſcopacy, I am per- 
ſuaded, neither you nor any Man elſe can 
prove, that it is of immutable divine Right ; 
that it is eſſential to the Adminiſtration of 
the Chriſtian Sacraments. 

Ir Epiſcopacy be of immutable divine Right, 
it is ſo, either by the Evidence of right Rea- 
ſon which is the Voice of Gop, or by Vir- 
tue of a poſitive Appointment 1 in God's re- 
veal'd Will. 

Bu r upon the Suppoſition, That Chriſti- 
anity is the only true Religion, and that 
there is a Neceſſity of having ſome Men al- 
way ſet apart to the peculiar Employment 
and Charge of miniſtring in holy Offices, 
and of Teaching and Inculcating the Obli- 
gations and Duties of Go p's true Religion; 
the Principles of Reaſon dictate nothing 
more, than that ſuch Perſons ought to be fit 
to anſwer thoſe great Ends, and be faithful 
in their Profeſſions. But their Titles, their 


them- 


Diſtinctions, their Subordinations among 
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themſelves, or who ſhould from Time to 
Time ſelect and appoint fit. Perſons to enter 
upon the Office of miniſtring publickly in 
Religion, whether Magiſtrates,” the Choice 
of the Congregations, or Eccleſiafticks only, 
the Principles of Reaſon do not particularly 
determine. So that all theſe Circumſtances 
are left in the Condition of mutable and in · 
different Things by the Law of Nature. 
StNr then, Epiſcopacy can be no more 
than a poſſitive Inſtitution: I ask yon to 
ſhew the expreſs Precept in Scripture, by which 
it is become an Inſtitution of divine Right. If 
you refuſe to alledge that deciſive Proof, and 
deny that an expreſs Precept from Gov is neceſ- 
ſary to determine a Matter of this Nature, be 
cauſe you may be conſcious, you cannot find 
an expreſs Precept, that Biſhops, a ſuperior 
Order above Presbyters, only ſhall ordain in 
che Chriſtian Church, I hope, you will 
think yourſelf bound to produce Evidence of 
divine Authority equivalent to a Precept from 
Go p, that ſo the Form of the — 
Church ſhall be. 

Wu you argue, That our Saviour in 
conſtituting the Apoſtles, conſtituted the 
ſuperior Order of Biſhops, I am ſure, you 
will not. maintain, that Biſhops have the full 
and entire Power of Apoſtles; for 9 Bi- 

ops 
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ſhops by their Office ſhould have Authority 
to decree Matters of Faith, and to do all 
Things in the Direction and Government 
of the Church, which the Apoſtles did. But 
that is abſurd, becauſe Biſhops evidently 
want Infallibility, and the Power of Diſ- 
cerning of Spirits, which qualified the Apo- 
ſtles to decree Matters of Faith and unerring 
Cenſures. According to thoſe eminent Pro- 
miſes of our Saviour to them, before their 


Commiſſion of Apoſtles took Place. What- Mitthew 
ſoever ye ſhall bind on Earth ſhall be bound in xvii. 18. 


Heaven, and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on Earth 


ſhall be looſed in Heaven. Whoſeſoever Sins ye A 
remit, they are remitted unto them, and whoſe- 23. 


Sins ye retain, they are retain d. But 
without the Spirit of the Apoſtles, . thoſe 
high and diſtinguiſhing Acts of their Office 
cannot be perform'd, And therefore were 
peculiar to them-: And have ceaſed, becauſe 
no Man is now ſufficient for thoſe Things. 

Nox farther is it evidently certain, That 
the Apoſtolical Authority implying Superi- 
ority and Juriſdiction over Presbyters was 
not an extraordinary Power in them an- 
ſwerable to their extraordinary Abilities for 
Planting the Cuuxcn of Cunisr. In which 
ſupernatural Abililities Biſhops do not appear 
to be their Succeſſors, nor therefore does the 

. Power 


-” „ . - » - 
hs ds AD 


1 
* 


24 A Letter to a CLERGYMAN. 


Power the Apoſtles might have by Virtue of 
their ſupernatural Abilities, appear to belong 
to them in Night of Succeſſionto the Apoſtles. | 
Non again, can you conclude, That the 
ſuperior Power ofthe Apoſtles, preſcribes the 
unchangeable Plan and Conſtitution of the 
Chriſtian Church for all Ages; ſince the 
Scripture has no where ſaid ſo much, that 
it ſhould do ſo. And the Fact alone, that 
the Apoſtles had ſuch a Power, does not de- 
termine it to be the unchangeable Conſtitu- 
tion of the Chriſtian Church: For then In- 
fallibiliry, and the Power of Miracles; ſhould 
belong to the Conſtitution of the Chriſtian 
- Church. And the Pope, as extravagant as 
he appears in pretending to an infallible 
Power, comes up the higheſt of all Men in 
the World to the 2 e Plan and 
Model. 
' Lofty, By the Account St. Paul has left of 
our Saviovr's eſtabliſhing his Church, I am 
fatisfy'd, that an unchangeable Model of 
Church Government cannot be inferr'd from 
the Power or Offices, which took place in the 
| Beginning of the Chriſtian Church. He gave 
11. ſome eApoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome 
Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers. All 
theſe Offices our Saviour CuR IS appointed 
for the Eſtabliſhing his CHURCH: But all 
theſe 
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theſe were not of perpetual Continuance, 
ſome of them have ceas d; therefore the Sup- 
poſition of ſome certain Power or Office having 
been appointed by our Saviour for the firſt 
Eſtabliſhment of the Chriſtian Church, fixes 
not an unchangeable Preſcription for the Pre- 
ſervation of the Chriſtian Church. Upon the 
Whole; The C nunc of Cunisr was eſta- 
bliſh'd by Perſons of extra ordinary Commiſ- 
ſions; and ſacred Miniſters are, and will al- 
ways be neceſſary to keep up Chriftianity in 
the World : Yet ſince Gop has not preſcrib'd 
the particular Order of Epiſcopacy, I con- 
clude, that it does not appear to be by divine 
Right neceſlary to keep up Chriſtianity in 


- ; the World. 


Lo un next Argument is form'd from the 
Ac of St. Paul in appointing Timothy and Ti- 
tus Biſhops of Epbeſus and Crete; which, you 
ſay, puts the divine Right of Epiſcopacy out 
of diſpute. But that indeed is not clear to me, 
becauſe it is an undetermin'd Point, Whether 
they were only Biſhops, and not Evangeliſts ; 
the extraordinary Occaſions of thoſe Church- 
es requiring their extraordinary Aſſiſtance 
and Directions? But if it were undeniable, 
that Timothy and Tiras were only ordinary 
Biſhops of St. Paul's making, how will you 
prove that he inveſted them in the Superio- 
2 rity 
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rity and Dignity of ordinary Biſhops on the 
Principle of the Neceſſity of that one Form of. 
Chureh-Government in all Places, and thro 
all; Ages. The Apoſtle has not in Words 
declar'd that. | N 
Ir you ſay, An Apoſtolical Act in itſelf 
is enough to fix an unchangeable Preſcripti- 
on, and raiſe an Office or Cuſtom to be of 
divine Right. How will you then juſtify 
your own Miniſtry, or the Conſtitution of 
the Church of England, in ſeveral Inſtances? 
It was an Apoſtolical Cuſtom to anoint 
the Sick with Oyl; and ſee St. James, v. 14. 
if chere was not an Apoſtolical Order for 
obſerving that Cuſtom ? But I know you do 
not anoint the Sick with Oyl, now it is ſeen, 
it will not work the Miracle of Healing, 
as it did in the the Times of the Apoſtles. . 
Again, Love-Feaſts, and the Kiſs of Charity, 
had the Authority of Apoſtolical Practice. 
And if you are perſuaded, that an Apoſtoli-, 
cal AR makes a perpetual Law to the Chri- 
ſtian Church, how come.you to diſuſe thoſe 
Cuſtoms in our Church? Again, If the Apo- 
ſtolical Appointment of an Office, makes it 
of divineRight, what becomes of the Church 
of England for leaving out of its Conſtitution , 
the Office of Widows or Deaconeſſes? Which 
appcars to have been an Office of A poſtolical 
4 Appoint- 
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Appointment. St. Paul commands that Wi- Tim ve 


dows be honour'd, and recounts the Quali- 3˙ 18 


ſications for that Title and Degree, as he 
does elſewhere thoſe that ſhould belong to 
Biſhops or Presbyters: And we. know the 
Order of ſuch Widows was kept up in the 


' Chriſtian Church for ſome Ages. Granting 


then that the Apoſtles did in fact appoint a 
ſuperior Order above Presbyters, that will 
no more conclude now the neceſſity and di- 
vine Right of ſuch a ſuperior Order, than 
good old Women can alledge for a ſacred 


Office peculiar to themſelves. But that for ſa- 


ving the Honour of the Church of England, I 
believe, you will freely own to be ſuperſeded, 
ſince the Chriſtian Church is come into o- 
ther Circumſtances, and the Office of Wi- 
dows is not now of Uſe, as it was in the 
Primitive Times. If you aſſert ſtill, that the 


Apoſtolical Appointment of Biſhops never- 
theleſs ſtands in Force, becauſe their Office 


is not liable to the Exception of being whol- 


1y uſeleſs. . I obſerve, that then you give up 


Apoſtolical Appointment, as not ſufficient 


in and by itſelf, to make an Office of perpe- 
tual Obligation, unleſs it is recommended 
by it's own Uſefulneſs. Which in ſhort is 
no more than ſaying ; that the Settlement of 


Biſhops is to be kept up, becauſe it is uſeful. * 
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But then you come over to my Opinion of 
Epiſcopacy, and reſolve it at laſt into a 
very different Conſideration from a Matter 
of divine Right by ſtrict Apoſtolical Ap- 
pointment. 

_ AserTexx all, The Scripture, which is the 
only determinate Evidence of ſuch a Matter, 
has left it dubious, to be made out, if it be 
to be done at all by Gueſles, and very remote 
Conſequences. And from thence I ſhall 
prove, that Epiſcopagy is not eſſential to the 
Adminiſtration of the Chriſtian Sacraments, 
and to a State of Salvation. No; not tho” 
it were true, that that Order was really of 
divine Right; it might be utterly falſe, chat i ic 
is of that vaſt Importance. 

Fox all Things which are univerſally ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation are fully and clearly de- 
termin d in Scripture. And on the other ſide, 
all Things which are but dubiouſſy expreſ- 
ſed or indefinitely mention d in Scriptures 
are for that Reaſon not neceſſary to be 
either explicitly believ d, or univerſally ob- 
ſerved to Salvation. But the Scripture has 
no where defin'd the abſolute Diſtinction be- 
tween Biſhops and Presbyters, has no where 
ſaid, that a Diſtinction between them ſhall 
be perpetually kept up. But quite otherwiſe 
ba en Places of Scripture, the Titles of 

 Biſhopy | 
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Biſhops and Presbyters are mentioned as per- 


fecti/ equivalent. You ſhall fee ſome In- 
ſtances. Add. xx. ver. 17. the Elders of the 
Church, are in ver. 28, ſtyled, Overſeers, Exi- 
cu, Biſhops. Philip. i. 1. Paul and Timothe- 
us the Servants of Feſus Chriſt, to all the Saints 
in Chriſt Feſus, which are at Philippi, with the 
Biſhops and Deacans. The Biſbops there, are 
generally ſuppos d to have been only Elders, 
becauſe a Plurality of Biſhops in one City, 
ſeems not to ſound right with the State of 
Epiſcopa cy, which is now contended for, 
Tu. i. 7. we read, That a Biſhop muſt be blame- 
leſs. 1 looking back to the wer. 5. it is 
evident, St. Paul is only giving the Chara- 


cter of an Elder. Theſe and other Paſſages 


of Scripture manifeſtly fhew the Diſtinction 
between Biſhops and Presbyters to be ambi- 
guous. And from thenge I infer, that it i; 
not an eſſential Matter of Chriſtianity uni- 
verſally neceſſary to Salyation. 

I x, to conclude this Controverſy, inſtead 
of producing a clear Account from Holy 
Scripture of the divine Right of Epiſcopacy, 
you ſhould think of muſtering up Quota» 
tions from the Fathers and Councils, the 
uſual retreat at a moot Point. I think it fair 
to tell you beforehand, That the Opinions 
of Fathers, and | Decrees o of Councils, will by 

; | nud 
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no means paſs for Proof of an eſſential Mat- 
ter of Chriſtianity ; unleſs you will be fure 
to prove withal, that the Conſent of Fathers 
and Councils amount to infallible Evidence, 
and that the Eſſence of Chriſtianity muſt 
be what they, not what the Holy Scriptures 
make it, 

Bor if you agree, That the Scriptures 
contain all Things neceſſary to Salvation, fo as 
to determine and fix every Thing clearly 
and plainly, which is of that Conſequence: 
I cannot conceive, but upon a full and im- 
partial Review, you muſt ſee Cauſe to yield 
your Notions of Epiſcopacy to be no better 
than the Effects of Prepoſſeſſion and narrow 
Bigotry. As I take your Way of contending 
for Epiſcopacy to be of ill Conſequence, to 
alienate almoſt all other reform'd Churches 
from the Church of England; ſol ſee no War- 
rant, the Church of England has to unchriſtian 
and anathematize other Nations; becauſe 
they have not receiv'd the ſame external 
Form of Church- Government, which we 
have. Since it is a Thing of which Gon 
has not pronounc'd one Way or other, that 
it is eicher neceſſary to, or deſtructive of Sal- 
vation. 2 

I Au ſatisfy d, we can defend the Superi- 
brit) of Biſhops t to be lawful in itſelf, and 
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to be ſufficient and convenient for all the 
good Ends of Church-Government: And 
thoſe Conſiderations will Vindicate the Na- 
tional Eſtabliſhment of Biſhops in our Church 
to be good, if any hot and narrow-ſpirited 
Men of the Presbyterian Perſuaſion would 
ſtrive in their turn to return Railing for 
Railing, and to ſhew themſelves as raſh and 
unmerciful to us, as you are to them. 

Tavs I have anſwer'd the Reaſons, up- 
on which you pronounce moſt of the re- 
form'd Churches to be no Chriſtians ; not 
only becauſe it is a groundleſs and extrava- 
gant Determination, but becauſe I have 
long obſerv'd the ill Uſe, the Jacobite Faction 
in this Nation make of the' high Opinion of 
Epiſcopacy, you eſpouſe, to prepoſſes wil- 
ling Believers of that Tenet, with all the 
Rancour and Bitterneſs againſt the Proteſtant 
Royal FamiL I, which the fierceſt Papiſfts 
can expreſs againſt Hereticks. I Proceed 
now to your, 


Third Propoſition, Tnar the Religion of Pa- 
piſts 5s preferable to the Religion of Presbyteri- 
ans, leſs faulty and leſs dangerous to Men's Sal- 


vation. A Paradox the hopeful Proſpect of 


the Popiſh Pretender made Current, but in 
Truth more like the Faith of an Tiſh Tory, 
= l than 
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Controverſy e our Church and Pa- 


than of a Clergyman of the Charch of England, 


invented and put about to ftupify peoples juſt 
Dread and Averſion to the Corruptions of 


Popery ; and to the Shame and Reproach of 


all common Sence in a Proteſtant Nation, all 
the World faw it take ſtrangely : But all that 


Miſchief ſtill proceeded from a blind'Confi- 
dence, that that goodly Profeſſion is made 


only in Honour to the Church of England, 


as having a neater Affinity and Reſem- 
blance to the Religion of Papiſts than of the 
Presbyterians, 

Now to convinee you of the ſcandalous 
Innorance of laying this wild Conceſſion 
in Favour of Popery, to Church of England 
Principtes. I wilt compare the-chief Points 
in difference between the Church of England 
and Pregbyterians, with the State of Popery 
under the ſame Heads; and ſhew you that 
there is no real Agreement between Papiſts 
and us in thoſe Reſpects, and that we and 
Presbyterians equally diſagree from them in 
many fundamental Points of the Chriltian 
_ | 


Bf, BP OV Affer from us by W 
aſide the Diſtinction between Biſhops and 
Presbyters, and Epiſcopacy, it's true, is no 
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pifts. But this I have ſhewñn to be no eſſen- 
tial Conſtitution of Chriſtianity. Make 
what you can of it; it is but an external 
Circumſtance of Church-Government; with 
which, Truth or Falſhood, the Purity or 
Depravation bf Chriſtianity may accidental- 
ly be promoted, as much as without it. 

Ir in keeping up a Diſtintion between 
Biſhops and Presbyters, you can ſay, the Ro- 


the Powers and Practices they have annexed 
to thoſe Offices, I am ſure, they have done 
more exceſſively ill. For though I ſhould 
grant, that the proper Offices ſtand among 
them, yet thoſe Offices, you know, are nei- 
ther diſcharg d in Preaching or Reading Gov's 
true Word to the People, nor adminiſtring 
the two Chriſtian Sacraments rightly, nor 
Praying publickly in an intelligible Way. Be- 
ſides, by the preſumptuous Claims of their 


Clergy (which are always bringing them 


in vaſt Profits from the Laity) to receive Con 
feſſions of Sins againſt Gon, and to abſolve 
them authoritatively in the Name of G o D, 
(who only i is able to ſave and to deſtroy) they 
invade the Prerogative of Gop, and make 
their Offices deſtructive of that Holineſs of 
Life, without which the Scripture tells us, no 
Man, ſtall ſee the Lord. 
9 — 
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maniſts have done one Thing right; yet by 
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HERE is then the State of the Difference; 


The Romanifts have the Offices of Biſhops, 


Prieſts and Deacons, as the Church of England 
has. But with them the Romanifs put quite 


another Scheme of Religion, and turn them 


to the vileſt Abuſes of keeping People in Ig- 


norance of Chriſtianity, and ſupporting them 
in Wickedneſs, Whereas Presbyterians do in- 
deed deny the Diſtinction between Biſhops 
and Presbyters; let that be wrong; yet it is 
certainly right, and good, and honeſt in their 
Miniſters, that they make it their Principle 
to preſs and teach the Obligations of the Chri- 
ſtian Covenant, as it is preſcrib'd in Scripture, 
and in that fundamental Point, in the greae 
End of the Chriſtian Miniſtry, they fully 
agree with us. | 

Secondly, Ax oTHER Matter of Diſtindion 
between our Eftabliſh'd Religion and that of 
Presbyterians, is, That they uſe not a ſtand- 
ing Liturgy, as we do. And in that Reſpe& 
again, you may perhaps tell People, thatthe 
Papiſts are nearer to us, becauſe truly they 
uſe preſcrib'd Forms of Prayer. But what 
Forms! Sinful and Idolatrous in the Matter 
they contain ; abſurd and irrational in the 
Manner of delivering them in their publick 


_ Congregations always in Latin. Their Pray- 


ers to the Virgin Mary, and the Souls of de- 
Po 
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parted Saints, are eſſentially different from 
the Church of England Worſhip. And the Cor- 
ruption of their Communion is ſo much the 
worſe, as their Forms eſtabliſh and appoint 
Jdolatry to be an unavoidable Part of their 
daily Service to all that underſtand it. 

Wua r if we have ſome ſimilar or ſome of 
the ſame Expreſſions in our Common-Prayer, 


- Which are to be found in the Maſs-Book,by re- 


nouncing the Uſe of all Prayers and Invoca- 


tions to Saints, we reject the Preſcriptions of 
their religious Offices, and the greateſt Part of 


their Prayers; and our praying to Gop alone, 
is abſolutely a different Frame of Devotion 


from the Romiſh, Beſide, the greateſt Part 


of our daily Service is employ'd in Reading 


holy Scripture in the Vulgar Language for the 


Edification of the People, and all our com- 
pos d Prayers were for the ſame Reaſon put 
into thoſe plain Expreſſions, which are eaſy 
to be underſtood, and as we think, ſuitable 
to judicious Piety to Go v. But Edification 


and judicious Piety are abſolutely defeated 


and ſet aſide in the Romiſh Communion, 
wherein all publick Devotion is perform'd in 
a Language the People do not underſtand. Sp 
that neither the Matter, nor the Deſign of the 
Romiſh Liturgy, can wich Truth be _ to a⸗ 
gree with ours, 
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pur the Caſe now, That Presbyterians can- 
not anſwer for it, that the Petitions of their 
extempore Prayers are alway correct and judi- 
cious; is not an unknown Tongue, a great- 


er Diſadvantage to the Devotion of the Peo- 
ple in the Romiſh Communion ? Or, againſt 
injudicious Expreſſions in Prayers to Gov, 


are not blaſphemous and idolatrous Addreſſes 
to Saints, a worſe Thing on the other Side, 
and a higher Indignity to Go p? You will 


not, I believe, be for carrying the Benefits of 


a Liturgy ſo far, as to ſay, that Chriſtian Wor- 
ſhip cannot be perfotm d without a preſcrib d 
Liturgy; for then you'll condemn the Epiſco- 
pal People of Scotland, who have not gene- 
rally us'd a ſtated Liturgy. But your Parry 
will not be forward to unchurch them, be- 
cauſe you know very well, that the Epiſco- 
pal Scots have the prime leading Principles 
proper to right High-Church, thati is, implaca- 
ble Hatred to the Revolution, and all poſſible 
Diſloyalty to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 

_ Thirdly, Ax o ru Diſtinction between 
Us and Presbyteriant, is, that they lay aſide 
Ceremonies of Human Appointment in their 
religious Worſhip : And our Church profeſſes 
to enjoyn ſome Things of that ſort, not un- 
der the Notion of effential Parts of Religion, 
by: as indifferent Things, innocent in them- 

f ſelyes, 
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ſelves, order d to be obſerved ſolely for the 
fake of Decency and Reverence in the Ser- 


vice of Gov. And ſince our Church holds, 


that human Authority ought not to enjoyn 


Superſtitious and Idolatrous Ceremonies, 


and pronounces ſome of the Romiſh to be 
ſuch: How can you pretend, that the Cre- 
dit of the Church of England engages you to 
give the Advantage on the Side of Popery? 
Suppoſe, our Church is in the middle Way 
between Superſticious Ceremonies and none 
at all. When the Obligation of our Eccle- 


ſiaſtical Rites, which were in themſelves in- 


different Things, ariſes entirely from poſſitive 
Laws. So that where there are no Lawspre- 


ſcribing ſuch Things, the non-obſervance of 


em is indifferent and innocent. And Conſe- 


quently by Church of England Principles, ſuch 


Ceremonies as we ourſelves obſerve are not 
obligatory, where Laws do not preſcribe 'em. 
And all the Charge you can prove againſt 


' Presbyterians under this Head, extends no 


farther than to thoſe of our ou Nation. 
If you fix upon this Reaſon, to maintain it 
to be better to be an Engliſh Papiſt, than 
an Engliſh Presbyterian, you will not be able 
to deny, that the Neglect of our Church 
Ceremonies lies equally againſt both, and 
leaves no Room for che Preference, you ab 


fre 


A Letter to aCLERGYTMAN. 


—— — 


K 


ſert on the Romifh Side. This Thought leads 
me to remind you of your ſtrange Partiality to 
our Engliſh Papifs and Non - jurers, that you 
never give them the Name of Schiſmatics for 
their Separation from the Eftabliſh'd Church, 
while that Offence is pronounc'd by you to 
be damnable in diſſenting Proteſtants, 

To return, the greateſt Indecency you 
chuſe to inſtance againſt Presbyterians in 
Point of Ceremonies, is ſtanding in their 
Prayers, and ſitting at the Lord's Supper. 
But ſuppoſe the humble Poſture of kneeling 
more becoming us at thoſe Duties. Standing 
in Prayer to Gov, is not ſo heinouſly ſinful, 
as giving away Go p's Honour to Creatures. 

And the Popifts adminiſtring only the Water 
in the Communion to the People, is certainly 
a greater Violation of the ſacred Inſtitution 
of the Lord's Supper, than taking the whole 
Sacrament under both Species of Bread and 
Wine, as our Saviour commanded it, tho with- 
out the moſt becoming Poſture of the Body, 
which is*a Rite of human Appointment on- 
ly. You cannot ſay, that they that receive 
only Half of the Lord's Supper, do fulkil 
lt Curisr's expreſs Inſtitution of that Sacra- 
1 ment. Or that they who ſit at it do com- 
| mit a Thing at the ſame Time, which he has 
forbidden, 
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IHA v gone over the Particulars, where- 
in there is ſome Appearance of Reſemblance 
between our Church and that of Papifs - 
And ſhewn you, that theſe will not bear you 
out, to pronounce Popery to be preferable. to 
the Religion of Pyesthyteriam in thoſe very 
Reſpects. And now I ſhall deſire you to con- 
ſider, that the Church of England and Preuly- 
terians, equally diſagree from Papiſts in many 


fundamental Points of the Chriſtian Religion. 


Fr, PrESBYTERIANS are perfectly agreed 
with us, in adhering to the ſame Foundati- 
on of Religion; That the Holy Scripture is 
the Rule of Farr N; and that That contains 
all Things neceſſary to Salvation. Whereas 
Popery, inſtead of admitting the Perfection 
of the Scripture, pretends to ſtand: upon the 
infallibile Authority of the viſible Church, 
and makes it an Article of Faich, That Oral 
Traditions are neceſſary both to make up the 
Defects of Go v's Word, and are to be re- 
ceived under Pain of Damnation, with all 
the Regard due to divine Truths. 


Secondly, Ir is a common Principle of 


Pro teſtants, That the Scripture is of Right to 
be of general Uſe. Whereas Popery reſtrains 

that glorious Happineſs from the People. 
Thirdly, Ir is an agreed Principle among 
Proteſtants, That Gov. alone n to be wor- 
ſhipped, 


* 
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ſhipped; and that Ldolatry is a mortal Sin. 
Whereas Popery allows Proſtrations to I- 
mages, enjoyns Adorations to little Wafers, 
practiſes Invocations to departed Souls ; and 
all theſe ſo notoriouſly, that the popiſh 
Guides are not able to look the ſecond, Com- 
mandment in the Face, as appears by their 
leaving it out of their Catechiſms. 
_ Fourthly, PROTESTANTS are unanimous, 
That our Lord Jzsvs Cunisr, is the only 
Mediator, between Go vp and Man, and that 
there is no other Name, whereby we can be 
ſaved ; but only the Name of the Son of Gov. 
Whereas Popery directs Men to ſeek to 
Saints and Angels, as Mediators to Gop for 
Grace, and Mercy, and eternal Life ; and 
Has devis'd an imaginary Stock of Merit, and 
Supernumerary Graces from the Saints, 
which taiſes them in the Eſteem of their Vo- 
taries, to the Honour, which only belongs to 
theS4viov nr of the World. | 
Laſtly, Pxes2YTERIaNs disbelieve no one 
Thing, thar is truly an Article of Faith with' 
us ; but reſolve their Salvation into the ſame 
Terms and Conditions, which we acknow- 
ledge to be neceſſary to everlaſting Life. In 
the main Points of Religion, they believe' 
and teach as we do. Though the Circum- 
ſtantials of Church Governors, and other 
| By: 
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By-Diſtinctions, be not compromis'd between 
us. But thoſe are dubious Matters, which 
Gop has not decided, however Oppoſitions, 
Heats, and Party Deſigns of Men have en- 
gag'd both Sides perhaps to over-value them. 
Burt if theſe have been irreconcilable 
Breaches too long, it is to be hop'd Proteſtants 
will in Time be better uniced upon their 
Agreement in the main Points of their com- 
mon Faith, and ſee the happy Advantages of 
mutual Forbearance, and amicable Conceſſi- 
ons in other Matters. Unleſs we muſt alway 
take Counſel of our Enemies, and do them 
the Pleaſure of continuing our Diviſions, 
which of all Things, they would be glad to 
encourage, and have kept up among us, as 
the neceſſary Means, by which only they can 
expect to compaſs their laſt Deſign, and 
ruin us, 
DzrivuDs yourſelf, as you will; you can- 
not deny, that the Romiſh Religion makes it 
a Principle of Piety and Conſcience to de- 


ſtroy Proteftants as Hereticks. And Experi- 


ence has ſhewn us of this Nation, that neither 


Generoſity nor Gratitude, nor Oaths nor Pro- 


miſes, can be Security, ſo much as for the 
Tools, who give up a Proteſtant Kingdom to 
the Diſcretion and Mercy of Papiſfts, And 


upon this Reflection I leave you to conſider, 


If the popiſh Pretender's Aims had ſucceeded, 
| F how 
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how little better yon muſt have far'd under 
the irreſiſtable Power of Popery, if at laſt you 


would have gone no farther, than you would 


be thought to do now ; that is confeſſing Po- 
pery to be only the next beſt Religion to that 
of the reform'd Church of England. 

I Have made good my Promiſe of ſend- 
ing you my Thoughts upon the Propoſitzons . 
in your late Letter, and ſhall be in Expecta- 
tion of your Anſwer, whether you think, af- 
ter this, your Opinions to be juſtifiable or 
not. I am 

Tours, & c. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


N the mean Time J add, that all others 
among Us, who truly Value the In- 
tereſt and Preſervation of the Proteſtant Eſta- 
bliſhment, have Reaſon to take warning from 
the dangerous Condition the. Height of our 
Diviſions have lately broughe us into, and to 
think ſeriouſly of compoſing them. 

Our Church profeſſes, that the Ap- 
pointment of human Ceremonies in our 
Communion, does not proceed from mere 
Will and Pleaſure, but that they are comand- 


ed for the Sake of * and Order in the 
Service 
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Service of Gov ; and that the Articles of Re- 
ligion, the Laws of our Church require to be 
ſubſcrib'd, were compos'd and ratify'd on no 
other Deſign, but for avoiding Diverſity of Opi- 
#5015, and eſtabliſhing Conſent in true Religion. 
Now after long Experience, we know 
theſe Purpoſes have not been anſwer d wich 
all deſirable Succeſs. The Appointment of 
human Rites in our Church of England Worſbip, 
has been Matter of Offence to many ſcrupu- 
lous Proteſtants, as an Infringement of the 
Liberty wherewith Chriſt has made them free. And 
the Subſcription to Articles of human Com- 
poſure, being made a Condition of mi- 
niſtring in our Communion, has made it 
narrower, than all, who lay the ill Tenden- 
cy of our Diviſions to Heart, would be wil- 
ling to ſee. I do not diſpute, but that there 
is enough of Infirmity on the other Side. 
Bur ſince it proves to be thus, and as 
Things ſtand, we know not how to help it: 
might it not be well, if the Power, which we 
ſay is ſufficient to appoint, would remove the 
Things, which occaſion the Diſſentions of 
Proteſtants, and ſtop the Complaints, the 
Troubles and Offences which have ariſen 


from them on all Sides. For ſuch a Conde- 
ſcention to erroneous Chriſlians, St. Paul has Rom. zi. 
left ſeveral preſſing Perſuaſions. Let us not theres 13114 19. 
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fore judge one another any more; but judge this ra- 
ther, That no Man put a Stumbling-block, or 
an Occaſion to fall in his Brother's Way. I know, 
and am perſuaded by the Lord Jeſus, that there is 
nothing unclean of itſelf ; but to him that eſteem- 
erb any Thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean. 
But if thy Brother be grieved with thy Meat» 
now walkeſt thou not charitably, deſtroy not him 
Ver. 21. ith thy Meat for whom Chriſt died. It is good 
neither to eat Fleſh, nor to drink Wine, nor to do 
any Thing, whereby thy Brother ſtumbleth, or is 
Rom. xv. offended, or is made weak. We therefore that are 
355 frrong ought to bear the Infirmities of the Weak, 
Cor viii. #24 not to pleaſe ourſelves ; let every one pleaſe his 
12, 13. Neighbour for his good to Edification. But when ye 
ſin ſo againſt the Brethren, and wound their weak 
Conſcience, ye ſin againſt Chriſt ; wherefore if 
Meat make my Brother to offend, I ill eat no 
Fl:ſh, while the World ſtandeth, let I make my 
a 3 ix, Brother to offend. To the Weak, became Jas weak, 
that I might gain the Weak ; I am made all Things 
to all Alen, that I might by all means ſave ſome. 
Now according to theſe Reſolutions of St. 
Paul, free and otherwiſe harmleſs Things are 
to be conceded to weak and erroneous Chri- 
ſtians. But the Abatement and Alterations of 
all che Things at which diſſenting Prote- 
ſtants take Offence, are as much in the Pow- 
er and Diſpoſal of puklick Authority in ouf 
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Nation, as the particular Matters St. Paul 
mentions, are, or could be in the Power of 
private Chriſtians. And if publick Authority 
be not exempt from all Regard to Charity, 
the Inference is eaſy to be apprehended. 
Firſt, As to the Ceremonies in the Church 
of England ; Does the Vindication of the Pri- 
vilege to appoint indifferent Things counter- 
vail for all the Evils of Diviſion, the Doubts» 
the Complaints, the Diſſentions, the inte- 
ſtine Heats and Controverſies which, we ſee, 
have attended it? Or, is the Power to com- 
mand indifferent Things for Order and out- 
ward Uniformity, to be inſiſted on with in- 
flexible Strictneſs, when the Inconveniences 
following it, appear to be much greater, than 
the Benefits ariſing from ſuch particular Re- 


ſtrictions? Or, are the Bleſſings of Peace, 


and the Enlargement of our Communion, 
leſs valuable, than the Maintenance of one 
particular Set of indifferent, though well - in- 
tended Cuſtoms? 

Bzs1Dz the Generoſity of employing a 


ſure and undoubted Right, in the Way of 


Charity, to take off the Scruples, and releaſe 


the Conſciences of many from the Miſshiefs 


{ 


4. 


and Guilt of Separation. Ir ſtands to Rea- 
| fon, that the more our Communion is en- 

larg'd, the ſtronger it will be againſt the At- 
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tempts of Papiſts, and their infatuared . Agents 
among ourſelves to ſubvert the ProTEsTawt 
ESTABLISHMENT. If this Expedient for en- 
larging the Communion of our Church, 
would at firſt only bring in ſome of the moſt 


moderate of the diſſenting. Proteſtants; that 


is a Thing not to be deſpis d. If the moſt 
tenacious and prejudic d Diſſenters ſhould 
ſtand out after ſome Conceſſions of this Sort, 
which ſatisfy'd the wiſeſt of them. Yer if 
all their Demands go no further, as indeed 
they cannot under this Head, than to ask, 
That the Things the Power of Men hath 
mix d with religious Worſhip, the Power of 
Men ſhould, as it juſtly may, ſeparate from 
religious Worſhip again. Why, I deſire to 
know, is ſuch a Thing above being granted 
when the Peace and Security of a Chriſtian 
Nation ſhew it to be adviſable ? 

IHA often heard it objected, That Al- 
terations from the preſent Modes of our Wor- 
ſhip, would give Offence and Scandal to 
many of our own Communion. I anſwer, 
Not upon Church of England Principles ; for, 
according to the Church of England, all ſuch 


Things are only binding, as they are com- 


manded ; but if Uſe and Cuſtom have taught 
many among ourſelves to place a Degree of 
Religion in them, which is not by any 
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Means due to them. Then the Uſe of our 
Ceremonies has had one ill Effect on many 
among ourſelves, and has not been innocent 
from the Suſpicion of Superſtition among the 
People of our own Communion. 

Bur ſtill there might be no Wrong or 


Violence done to thoſe, who are ſuppos'd to 


have an injudicious, and unreaſonable Eſteem 


of theſe poſitive Rights; if they ſhould ceaſe. 
to be commanded by Authority. When the 


Relaxation or non-enjoyning of them, might 


leave any Minifters and People, free to uſe 
them, or forbear them, as they would think 


beſt. And I do not ſee what Confuſion this 


Liberty would introduce, more than may be 


ſeen in moſt Churches of the Kingdom while 
our Uniformity ſtangs enacted. 

Secondly, Ts the Eftabliſhment of a publick 
Form of Prayer, be for the Benefit and Edi- 
fication of Go p's CHURCH, why ſhould 
not the Power to provide for that End, be as 
univerſally extended as is poſſible. If ſuch a 
Method of Agreement, as was debated aſter 
the Reſtoration, was to be ſincerely tried for 
clearing the National Liturgy from all con- 
ceivable Exceptions. It would have a Com - 


mendation, which is now deny d to it, be- 


cauſe we ſee it is not univerſally comply d 


to 
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to be left out and alter'd, which give Offence, 
their Amendments would ſtop, where no 

more Scruples could be alledg'd. And that 

muſt end in a Form ſo near to Scripture- 
in pure Scripture Doctrines and in Scripture 
Terms, that all who believe the Stripture 

could not but agree to uſe every Part of it. 

And for the Satisfaction of thoſe who hold it 

unlawful to be confin'd only to a ſet Form of 
Prayer in publick Worſhip, it might be pro- 

vided, that beſide the publick Form, they 

ſhould be free to deliver a Prayer of their 

own, before and after Sermon, which many 
of our Church Clergy do now without any 

legal Direction. 

If laſtly, SUuUB8scR1PpT1oNtoour Articles 
means only to eſtabliſh Conſent in true Re- 
ligion, and has no deſign to teach for Doc- 
trines the Commandments of Men: As in- 
| deed our Church conſiſtently with itſelf can 
not pretend to do, having diſclaim'd all pre- 
rence to infallibility. Why then ſhould our 
particular Account of the Chriſtian Religion 
be unalterable? We cannot deny, but the 
Scripture is a perfect Rule of Faith without it, 
and ſufficient to Guide thoſe to Heaven, 
who may not ſee. the Connexion nor perhaps 
the Truth of every Propoſition in our Arti- 
cles. And why ſhould not a Subſcription to 
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the Truth of every Propoſition in our Articles. 
nd why ſhould not a Subſcription to the 
Truth of the whole Bible, which is the un- 
queſtionable Standard of Orthodoxy among 
all Proteſtants, be admitted as ſufficient Satiſ- 
fation. of a Man's Conſent in true Religion, 
without requiring his Conſent to Articles of 
human Compoſition, which, as we are not 
infallible, we cannot aver to be the neceſſa- 
ry Profeſſion of a ttue Chriſtian. And a Sub · 
ſcription declaring a ſtedfaſt Faith in the 
Truth and PerfeQion of the Bible, anſwers 
all that G o Þ has requir'd to be believ'd and 
profeſs'd to Salvation. And he that ſubſcribes 
to Scripture, ſubſcribes to all and every 
Thing, our Church would be thought to hold 
in the Thirty- -nine eArticles. And I canhot un- 
derſtand, why that Faith which will be ac- 0 
cepted of G op for Heaven, ſhould not be ac. N 
depted by Men, as a ſufficient Qualification 5 
for Church Communion. 5 
Now, to prevent a deal of Declamation | 
upon theſe Propoſals for the Peace and Secu- 
rity ofthe Reformed Church of England,from the 
inexhauſtable Topics of Entbuſiam and Fanati- 
ciſm; 1 will ſhew you, that theſe were the Sen- 
timents of B Srilling leet, and Mr. Chillingwortl, 
whom none of the hot Men can pretend to 
. cenſure as Enthuſiaſts or Fanatics. * Were we 7 dr A 
n, but to take off Things granted unneceſſary by . 6. S«&> 
AI all, 
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all, and ſuſpected by many, and judg'd unlawful by 
ſome ; and to make nothing the Bonds of our Com- 
munion, but what Cnriſt hath done, viz. One Faith, 
one Baptiſm, &C. allowing a liberty for Matters 
of Indifferency, and bearing with the Weakneſs 
of thoſe, who cannot bear Things which others ac- 
count lawful, we might indeed be reſtor'd to a pri- 
mitive Luſtre far ſooner, than by furbiſbing up 

ome antiquated Ceremonies, which can derive 
their Pedigree no higher, than from ſome ancient 
Cuſtom and Tradition, A little after he goes on, 
eAnd for publick Forms of divine-Serwice, ſuch 
of all Things, certainly, ſhould be ſo compos'd, as 
to be the leaſt ſubject to any Scruple from any Per- 
ſons whatſoever ; being on Purpoſe compos'd for the 
declaring Men: Unity and Conſent in their 
publick Worſhip. Aud thoſe who are the moſt 
addicted to any one Form, can never plead it 


 anlawful to amend it; whereas others may, 


that it is not lawful or convenient, at leaſt to uſe 
it without ſuch eAlterations. eAnd therefore were 
there that Spirit of mutual Condeſcenſion, which - 
was woſt certainly in Eccleſia primo primitiva, 
as Gratian ſomewhere ſpeaks, in the firſt and tru- 
ly primitive Church in the eApoſtles Time; our 
Breaches, as to this Thing too, might ſoon be 
elosd up, and the Voice of < Schiſm be beard among 
1 no more. 

Tur great Man concludes this Section 
Vu theſe remarkable Words: I. canner but by 


Het looked , 
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hooked upon as a Token of G 01's ſevege Diſplea- : 


ſure againſt us, if any, though unreaſonablt* 
Poſals of Peace between Us and the Papiſts ſh 
meet with ſuch Entertainment among many; and 
jet any fair Offers of Union and Accommodation | 
among ourſelves, be ſo coldly embraced and enter- 4 
tained, The Miſchiefs and dangerous Ten- \ | 
dency of that Infatuation we have abundant- \ 
ly known, and it cannot ſoon be forgotten, 3 
how near it brought us to the Brink of Ruin. V | 
As to Subſcriptions of human Confeſhons 
of Faith, and human Articles of Religion, that N. 
tit ĩs juſt and right upon Proteſtant Principles \ 
to remove all Cauſe of Uneaſineſs in that Re- | 
ſpect, I own, Chillingworth's Judgment ſeems 
to me to be unanſwerable. 
Tus preſumptuous impoſing of the Senſes of 
Alen on the Words of Go p, the ſpecial Senſes of 
e Wen upon the general Words of Go p, and lay- 
ing them upon e Mens Conſciences together, under 
the equal Penalty of Death and Damnation ; this 
vain Conceit, that we can ſpeak of the Things of 
Go, better than in the Words of GoD : This | 
deiſying our own Interpretations, and tyrannous | 
inforcing them upon others ; this reſtraining of the 
Mord of Gor from that Latitude and Generality, 
and the Underſtanding of Men from that Liberty, 3 
wherein CHRIS 7 and the eApoſiles left them, is, wo 


and hath heen the only Fountain of all the Schiſm | £4 
of the Church, and that which makes them immors 
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„ the common Incendiary of Curie K. 


„ 1 an that which tears into pieres, not the Coat, bet: * 
4 | the Bowels, and Members of CHRIST; Ric 9 
a : j Turcà nee dolente Judzo. Take away Wes 1 
. . Walls of Separation, and all will quickly be one. & 4 
5 | | Take away this perſecuting, burning, cur-,. ©” 
. | ſing, damning of Men for not ſubſcribing Jo the. 
1 Words of Men, as the Word: of Gop ; Regure 
1 1 of Chriſtians only to believe CiRIST, and to call 20 
{| {| Man Maſter but him only; Let thoſe leave claims" | 
it . | ing Infalibility, who Dave no Title to it; and tet 


them that in their Words diſclaim it, dilclalm 
it kewiſe in their Actions. In 4 Word, Take 
| | away Tyranny, which is the Devil's Inſtrument to 
Wh. ſupport Errors, and Superſtitious, ant Impietiis in 
1 | the ſeveral Parts of the World,” which could not o. 
__— therwiſe long withſtand the Power of Truth; Thay, 
3 Take away Tyranny, and reſtore Chriſtians to their 
| juſt and full Liberty of captivating. their Under- 
Kanding to Seripture only, and as Rivers whenthey. 5 
have a fer Paſſage, run all to the Ocean; * ſoit 5 
may well be boped, by GO v's Bleſſ ing, that unis 
1 verſal Liberty thus moderated, may quickly duct I F q 
| | | Chriſtendom to Truth and Unity. — Theſe. 2 
{HERE Thoughts of Peace (I am perſuaded). maß c me 
. hs the 8 nn 92. to bis e Lean. . 
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